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the staff involved from various agencies. I am 
fortunate as I am able to make contributions to 
both the captive management team and also 
the RT. In addition, I enjoy the fieldwork in East 
Gippsland as well. Maybe it is the cooking at 
Karoonda Park Lodge after a long day's walking!  

 
Where do you see the program in five years 
time? 
 

I think it is exciting times ahead. I believe the 
Recovery Team will be in a position to consider a 
release back to the wild in this timeframe. 
In addition, I am looking forward to the other 
institutions that have VIC BTRWs being able to 
breed them as well as Adelaide Zoo have. 

THANKYOU! 
Thankyou for the generous donations to the 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Recovery Program. 

The Bairnsdale and Districts -  
Field Naturalists Group 

Visitors to the Bairnsdale and Lakes En-
trance Information Centres 

WEBSITE UDATED 
 
The Victorian Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby (BTRW) 
website is up and running with updates from the 
last 12 months.  Links to relevant documents are 
now available. 
 

 
Much thanks must being given to Lew 
Postethwaite and Paul Mlynarz for volunteering 
their services to update the website and  
promote the plight of this species.   
 
Visit www.vicrockwallaby.com to see 
what’s been going on and to hit the site to the 
top of the search engine list! 

Above: Dave, dedicated to his work, has a 
closer inspection of the Tidbinbilla sheds. 

MEET THE MEET THE MEET THE MEET THE 
RECOVERY TEAMRECOVERY TEAMRECOVERY TEAMRECOVERY TEAM    

Dave Dobroscyzck 
Keeper, Healesville 

Sanctuary - Zoos Victoria 
 
How long have you been associated with the 
BTRW recovery program and what is your role? 
 

I have been at Healesville Sanctuary since 1995 as 
a zookeeper. Prior to that I worked at Adelaide 
Zoo.  The Sanctuary has been involved in the 
Recovery Program since 1996 and I have since 
1997. 
 

I am fortunate enough to be one of the staff 
members directly involved with the husbandry and 
care of the VIC BTRWs on site at Healesville 
Sanctuary. The Sanctuary currently has 8 VIC 
BTRWs — 2 females and 6 males. Some of the 
Sanctuary’s captive breeding program is off limits. 
This is where we have facilities to breed VIC 
BTRWs and to cross foster also.   
 

One of the Sanctuary's recent successes was the 
breeding of its’ first VIC BTRW. I was lucky 
enough to be part of the team to do this. It was a 
fantastic sight to see the first tiny VIC BTRW joey 
in the pouch. Even more satisfying was the 
successful maturing of that young wallaby after it 
was cross fostered to a Tammar Wallaby. It is still 
doing well today and planned to be put on display 
when it grows up a little more. 
 

Some of my other tasks involve the genetic 
components of the overall captive breeding 
program. I am the VIC BTRW studbook keeper. 
This job entails data collection and entry for all the 
VIC BTRWs in captivity. This procedure then 
moves forward to formulate documents which 
specifically give information about each VIC BTRW. 
One aspect of the studbook task, is to ensure that 
genetic integrity is maintained as best as possible. 

 
What has been your favourite moment since 
joining the recovery team? 
 

I enjoy the challenges of working with the VIC 
BTRW program and having a cup of tea with all 

BTRW in the VCE Classroom 
By Jenny Edwards 

 
Earlier this year Hayley Bridgwood approached me 
for suggestions for a threatened species to use as 
a “detailed study species” for her Year 12 Environ-
mental Science class. 
 

Naturally I launched into a spiel about Brush-tailed 
Rock-wallabies (BTRW) and Hayley, of course, 
was captivated by the struggle to save this ap-
pealing little Victorian.  She started researching 
the species, reading the literature available and 
learning about the Recovery Project in order to set 
appropriate work tasks for  
students. 
 
Hayley teaches at The MacRobertson Girls’ High 
School in Melbourne, where the selective nature of 
entry results in a broad socio-economic and cul-
tural mix, and a strong commitment to academic 
excellence.  The school boasts an exceptional re-
cord; for the third successive year,  MacRobertson 
Girls’ High School ranked first of all schools in the 
state, in terms of Victorian Certificate of Education 
(VCE) performance. 
 

As well as classroom teaching, this study unit in-
volved field trips to visit the Little River Earth 
Sanctuary at dusk and to Healesville Sanctuary.  
Thanks to Pam Miskin - Education Officer at Dis-
covery & Learning, Healesville Sanctuary –       
students came face-to-face with this elusive 
‘shadow’ and were engaged in learning activities 
that investigated the complex issues surrounding 
the plight of the Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies 
(Southern Evolutionary Significant Unit).   
 

Next year Hayley hopes to invite speakers from 
the Recovery Team to speak to students about 
specific aspects of the program. 
 

After including the BTRW in the study curriculum 
for this year, Hayley said “Students gained valu-
able insight into the integrated nature of conser-
vation strategies for threatened species as well as 
the values and attitudes that underpin environ-
mental decision-making processes.” 
 
Involving students in studying the BTRW 
will not only help raise the profile of the 
BTRW as a Threatened species in the com-
munity, but perhaps some of these students 
will be the zoologists, geneticists, or envi-
ronmental  managers of the future. 
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Repatriation Program. 
 – Waterfall Springs Sanctuary is honored to      
receive The Community Wildlife Conservation 
Award for 2004, awarded by the Wildlife         
Preservation Society of Australia. Patrick Medway, 
Richard Morecroft and Dr Clive Williams presented 
Waterfall Springs Sanctuary with this prestigious 
award at Old Parliament House in Sydney. 
 – Waterfall Springs receive much needed      
sponsorship funding from The Victorian BTRW   
Recovery Team for completion of outstanding  
construction work on the Victorian BTRW facility; 
the funding was a total of $10,000. 
 –  ASMP Captive Management Program meeting 
for (Central ESU) Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby was 
held at WFS Sanctuary to discuss the Captive  
Management Plan for the foundation groups of 
wild caught BTRWs to be trapped later this year. 
Waterfall Springs has been chosen to hold four 
foundation groups of wild caught animals for the 
Captive Breeding and Repatriation Program. 
 
April – The Sanctuary is nominated for the    
“Best Work for the Dole Project” in Australia by 
Workwise. 
 - The Friends of the Brush-Tailed Rock Wallaby 
Group located at Kangaroo Valley, donate $3000 
towards the sponsorship of a Central BTRW enclo-
sure. The money will go to improve and upgrade 
the enclosure for the arrival of wild caught BTRWs. 
 
May – Pouch checks on the female Yellow-footed 
Rock-wallabies; confirm five joeys, one male and 
four females. Exciting news and plenty of wonder-
ful photographic opportunities for visitors and 
keepers. 
 
June – Debbie Breen representing WFS attended 
the Launch of the Translocation Strategy for the 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby in Victoria, held at 
Healesville Sanctuary. 
  
 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:- 
Donations of materials and services are critical in 
minimising the construction and operational costs. 
Without the continued support of corporations we 
could not succeed with our mission to save endan-
gered species. 
 

We thank our dedicated volunteer keepers who 
care meticulously for the precious animals we 
hold, they also spread their duties to keep the 
Sanctuary in the best possible professional presen-
tation.  

Also, volunteers such as Bill Fortier our Newly   
appointed Public Relations Officer, who has   
dedicated his time and professional knowledge to 
assist us in promoting The Sanctuary’s conserva-
tion objectives, he also helps me extensively in 
with Administrative matters and photography. 
 
Our Veterinarians from Tuggerah Vet Clinic – Dr. 
Vicky Onus and Dr Annette Lockley are invaluable 
in our animal management programs. 
 
We thank the Victorian Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
Recovery Team for their support, encouragement 
and financial assistance towards construction of 
our Surrogate Accelerated Breeding Facilities. 
 
The Work for the Dole teams are instrumental in 
assisting with the completion of major projects and 
construction. Their role in the future developments 
at Waterfall Springs is a vital component in  
achieving our objectives and goals. We thank   
Equilibrium and Workwise for organising and su-
pervising the teams. 
   
Regards, 

 
Debbie Breen 
Sanctuary Manager 

Waterfall Springs Contributes Waterfall Springs Contributes Waterfall Springs Contributes Waterfall Springs Contributes 
Waterfall Springs Wildlife Sanctuary joined the Vic-
torian Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby (BTRW) Recovery 
Program in 2004 after constructing enclosures on 
their premises in near Gosford.  Debbie Breen was 
appointed Sanctuary Manager last year and sup-
plied this report. 
 
The remainder of 2004 was very busy and chal-
lenging to say the least, with more animals arriv-
ing, Joeys to hand rear, new enclosures to be con-
structed or completed. Christmas crept up and 
then it was the New Year! 
 
The beginning of 2005 did not grace us with any 
time off, or time to spare. Animals do not have 
holidays; they expect business as usual - and it 
was! 
 
The Kawau Island (Central ESU) Brush-tailed Rock-
wallaby breeding program has been successful, 
seeing new Joeys emerge and become handsome 
Juveniles. They continue to amaze us with their 
agility to climb the trees and leap out at the first 
threatening sign. The 3 Southern ESU (Victorian) 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies are showing promising 
signs of mating behaviour as the female becomes 
sexually mature now at 2 ½ years of age. Our new 
arrival a beautiful juvenile female Southern BTRW 
is now only 18 months old. There are less than ten 
Victorian (Southern ESU) BTRWs left in the wild, 
with the last remaining population located in the 
Snowy River National Park. 

 
Notable milestones... 
  
July 2004 – Kawau Island BTRWs are transferred 
to Little River Earth Sanctuaries in Victoria. A total 
of eight animals consisting of four males and four 
females were released at the Sanctuary to be a 
part of the Earth Sanctuaries Conservation       
Program. 
 
November – The Second Quarantine period 
comes to an end. The BTRW’s are inspected by 
Veterinarian Dr. Victoria Onus and begin their    
existence out of Quarantine and enter their new 
enclosures. The animals appeared in good health 
and condition was excellent. 
 – Victorian Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby juvenile   
female aged 15 months is the second to arrive at 
WFS to enter into the Accelerated Breeding      
Program. A total of three Critically Endangered 
Southern BTRW’s, now reside at Waterfall Springs 
Sanctuary. 
 – Three new, orphaned joeys join our rehabilita-
tion group, a male Parma Wallaby, a female 
Swamp Wallaby and a female Red-necked       
Wallaby. 
 
December – Wild genetics Pademelons - a male 
and a female arrive at the Sanctuary from       
Warrawong Sanctuary in Victoria. These animals 
will enter into a breeding program aimed at       
improving the genetics of the future progeny here 
at WFS. 
 
January 2005 -The Queensland Parks and    
Wildlife Service Endangered Species Unit nominate 
Waterfall Springs Sanctuary for the 2004 Commu-
nity Wildlife Conservation Award. 
 
February – Waterfall Springs are pleased to     
announce the Appointment of Public Relations   
Officer – Mr Bill Fortier, who kindly donates his 
services on a voluntary basis. 
 
March – Waterfall Springs Sanctuary chosen to 
house four (4) Foundation Breeding Groups of 
Central ESU Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies including 
Wild Caught animals to assist the Recovery and 

Debbie Breen 

Our beautiful Victorian male “Diesel” 

 to Victorian Recovery Program  to Victorian Recovery Program  to Victorian Recovery Program  to Victorian Recovery Program     

“Rocky” is a crowd pleaser for the  
visitors with his tree-top antics. 
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“Laura”.  Named by John, the volunteer on the trip, 
she weighed just over three kilograms.  It is thought 
that she was the pouch young “Anneke” had in     
autumn of last year.  Unfortunately there are no  
publishable photos of “Laura” due to the difficulties 
of fixing a troublesome camera when camping. 

There has been quite some excitement with 
the wild population by means of direct evi-
dence of recruitment! 

Last December the Farm Creek ‘spring’ trip was 
completed just post the last newsletter.  It was 
quite an inspiring and wonderful site for the team 
of Lucy, Tony and Matt to find not one, but two 
little faces in a trap on their third morning.  
“Collane’s” month old pouch young of June had 
grown into a little 1.4kg 
joey.  With naming rights 
on furred young, it was   
decided by the team that 
she should be named 
“Elle” in recognition of a 
particular ‘L’s contribution 
to the wild rock-wallabies 
of East   Gippsland.   
 
Unfortunately a few days 
later the two were caught 
again but this time in   
separate traps.  It        
appeared at some point 
“Elle” had  become     

confused and mistaken a brush-tailed possum as 
her mother!  Well, maybe not, but the possum  
didn’t appear comfortable to share his trap.  The 
two rock-wallabies were reunited in one trap 
where “Elle” drank from her mother again before 
both were  released together. 
 
Lucy and Tony were relieved to return to Farm 
Creek five months later and recapture “Elle” and 
“Collane” in autumn, and to Paula’s delight on the 
very first day!  The two were found in their respec-
tive traps from the last day of the December trip.  
More traps were set in autumn in a historically 
successful trapping area in an attempt to capture 
the elusive male, but to no avail.  The next trip to 
the Farm will be in August, at which time  the 
team hopes to set up a motion sensor camera to 
increase chance of detection. 
 
The trip to West Gully wasn’t so promising.  Colin 
and Lucy put in a big effort to keep the team    
motivated when there were numerous possums 
caught and not a single sign of rock-wallabies.  
The number of traps at the site have now been 
doubled, although the concern for “Sally”     
heightens. 
 
Wildlife Unlimited ran the trip to Little River where 
“Anneke” proved to be a little too trap happy.  The 
traps had to be shut down on the second day after 

concern that 
“ A n n e k e ’ s ” 
pouch young 
could be at risk.  
But even with 
this  limited 
trapping time 
the team were 
delighted to 
have caught a 
new animal - 

    
A big ThankA big ThankA big ThankA big Thank----you to you to you to you to     

the staff from  the staff from  the staff from  the staff from  Karoonda Park Karoonda Park Karoonda Park Karoonda Park     
who provided the same high standard of awho provided the same high standard of awho provided the same high standard of awho provided the same high standard of ac-c-c-c-

commodation and food. commodation and food. commodation and food. commodation and food.  

2005 Trapping Teams: 
Nina Trikojus (Wildlife Unlimited), Luke Woodford (Wildlife Unlimited), John Openshaw (Volunteer), 
Colin Silvey (Wildlife Unlimited), Mike Stevens (Parks Victoria), Peter Kambouris (Parks Victoria), An-
drew Bowman (Volunteer), Matt Holland (Parks Victoria), Lucy Clausen (DSE), Tony Mitchell (DSE), 
Jenny Edwards (Volunteer) and Paula Watson (Healesville Sanctuary). 

Above: Matt takes a closer inspection of 
‘Collane’s brushy tail! 

Left: ‘Elle’ - 
weighing in 
at 2.8kg in 
May of 
2005. 

Left: Tony holds young 
‘Elle’ who at this time 

weighs just 1.4 kilograms 
and is still dependent on 
her mother, ‘Collane’. 

Above: The Farm Creek team in May 2005,  
L - R: Lucy Clausen, Tony Mitchell, Paula 
Watson and Jenny Edwards 

Above: “Team West Gully” L - R: Peter Kambouris, 
Colin Silvey, Lucy Clausen and Mike Stevens. 

 

Above: East Gippsland sewing club hard 
at work! 
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Below: One of the 
Healesville boys. 

Below: Mike Stevens, Kevin Love, Mervyn Jacobson and 
Margo Sietsma discuss the future of Brush-tailed Rock-
wallabies for the Grampians National Park. 

Above and Left: ‘Elle’ asks the question 
of a Common Brush-tailed Possum….. 

“Are you my mother?”   
 see trapping results (page 6) 

Right: 
Lucy 
and 

Paula 
weigh 

‘Collane’ 
at Farm 
Creek. 

ruled out due to the heavy impact of human use. 
 
The other seven sites plus one extra were then 
field assessed for site complexity and to get an 
overall feel of predator and competitor presence. 
Field assessments involved placing random tran-
sect lines of 50m down the cliff-face and assessing 
each side of the tape for the presence and quality 
of potential rock-wallaby refuge.  To avoid bias 
some locations required abseiling, as most would 
be aware sometimes we can’t climb where a rock-
wallaby hops! 
 
The report on this study is currently being put to-
gether to be presented to the state recovery team 
later this year.  Then a final decision can be made 
on the chosen site and the big task of preparing 
the preferred location can begin. 

The 12 sites identified in the Translocation Strat-
egy for the Grampians National Park have been as-
sessed for their suitability in sustaining a reintro-
duction of Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies (BTRW).  
Parameters to be assessed included aspect, access 
to water, predator control, fire, competitor im-
pacts, historic range, logistical management of the 
site, habitat complexity and area available for dis-
persal. 
 
Dr David Taggart (Adelaide Zoo), Lucy Clausen 
(DSE) and Mike Stevens (Parks Vic) conducted the 
field work over several trips with the assistance of 
a local abseiling company and volunteers. 

The local Parks Victoria staff were invaluable in the 
initial stages of the desk-top assessment to tease 
out unsuitable sites.  Five sites were immediately 

The team at Emu Foot. L-R: Mike Stevens, David 
Taggart, volunteer Ben Holmes and the photog-
rapher Lucy Clausen 

Above: Moora Moora Creek, one of the sites that faired best in the site suitability assessment. 

Left: David 
Taggart is  
assisted by 
Johnno in       
donning  a       
harness before 
launching himself 
into rock-wallaby 
territory at Asses 
Ears, Grampians 
National Park. 

Below: Dr Mervyn Jacobson (Genetic Technolo-
gies) watches closely as Dr Peter Holz gives 'Jason' 
his first vet check and microchip at Healesville 
Sanctuary recently. 

Photo: Courtesy of  
Genetic Technologies 

Above: Convenor of the Recovery Team, 
Mick Bramwell MCs the Translocation    
Strategy launch with his rock-hopping friend. 

8 9



The Shadow                                                                                                                                                                   No.14 

1 

The Shadow                                                                                                                                                                   No.14 

1 

wallabies to forage over a smaller area and provide 
some protection from predation. 
 
Thirdly, the feed available to the wallabies in the in-
tensely-burnt patches may be of higher quality than 
before the fire. The vigour of understorey species in 
these patches is probably attributable partly to re-
duced competition for light, water and nutrients, 
and partly to post-fire nutrient flushes, particularly 
of nitrogen and phosphorus. Increased soil nutrient 
availability after the fire is likely to be reflected in 
increased foliage nutrient levels. In addition, the fire 
burnt areas of grass that had become overmature 
and thatched (R. Martin, pers. comm..), replacing 
them with young, fresh growth as the grasses re-
established. 
 
For all these reasons, it is likely that the fires have 
had a net positive effect on the rock-wallabies at 
these sites, at two years after the fire. Observations 
of animals caught since the fire suggest that they 
are in unusually good condition (R. Martin, pers. 
comm.), and breeding has occurred post-fire. It re-
mains to be seen whether better condition of the 
mothers, increased forage availability and quality for 
at-heel young, and reduced predation, will combine 
to allow recruitment of breeding individuals into the 
population for the first time in many years.” 

Implications for fire management 
“In attempting to draw conclusions regarding appro-
priate fire regimes for Rock Wallaby habitat in Little 
River Gorge, we emphasize that the data collected 
to date represent just one snapshot within a period 
of relatively rapid ecological change. Repeated 
monitoring (as planned) will indicate effects through 
time, and hence will provide a stronger basis for in-
forming management options. 
 
Nevertheless, some preliminary conclusions might 
be drawn based on conditions at 2 years post-fire. 
In particular, the strong differentiation of intensely-
burnt plots from unburnt and lightly-burnt plots sug-
gests that only intense, canopy-killing fires are suit-
able for releasing many fire-recruiting species from 

the seedbank, and for promoting vigorous under-
storey growth in Acacia doratoxylon scrubs. By 
contrast, controlled, low-intensity fires as usually 
applied in management burns may not be suffi-
cient to kill the canopy and hence promote signifi-
cant recruitment and growth of understorey spe-
cies. 
 
While it appears that large-scale intense fires such 
as the Bogong Complex fires of 2003 may provide 
some benefits to the Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby, it 
is unlikely that such fires are naturally frequent 
enough to maintain these benefits in the long 
term. Further, achieving a more frequent regime 
of intense burns may be both difficult and inappro-
priate. The window of opportunity for conducting a 
successful canopy fire in Acacia scrubs such as 
those at Little River Gorge may be impracticably 
narrow. Acacia scrubs tend to be fire-retardant 
unless conditions are extreme (Clayton-Greene & 
Wimbush 1988, Keith 2004), and even where a fire 
carries successfully, it is not clear whether canopy 
kill is easily achieved in conditions suitable for con-
trol burns.  
 
As well, ecologically appropriate fire return times 
in killed Acacia scrub are probably relatively high: 
these communities are thought to be associated 
with infrequent, intense fire regimes (Clayton-
Greene & Wimbush 1988, Keith 2004), and a 
change in fire regime may lead to a change in 
community type or composition. If wattles (or 
other fire-killed species) have not successfully re-
plenished soil seedbanks before the next intense 
fire, insufficient seed may be available for estab-
lishing a new generation. 
 
Further information on the habitat needs of the 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies at Little River Gorge, 
particularly whether availability of forage or cover 
limits survival and reproduction, would thus be de-
sirable before a regime of more frequent intense 
fires could be recommended. If the changes 
wrought by more frequent, intense fires are shown 
to be beneficial for the wallabies a number of op-
tions could be considered, including attempting in-
tense fires in small patches (but avoiding frequent 
fire in any one patch), mimicking the effects of in-
tense fire through artificial canopy removal in 
small patches, or feed and cover augmentation 
through other means until population numbers be-
come more secure.” 
 
A full copy of this report will be available soon on 
the website www.vicrockwallaby.com 

“The 2002/2003 Victorian bushfires were the largest 
experienced in the State since 1939, burning around 
1.3 million hectares of public land, principally in Na-
tional Park and State Forest areas. In addition ap-
proximately 90,000 hectares of private land was 
also burnt.”- DSE website www.dse.vic.gov.au 
 
After the incredible wildfires in Victoria in 2003, the 
Department of Sustainability and Environment pro-
vided funds to conduct research into the impacts 
that had occurred.  The Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
program put up their hand to investigate the vege-
tative response of the extant colony habitat.   
 
Doctors Susanne Prober and Kevin Thiele were con-
tracted to setup permanent quadrats at two of the 
three colony sites.  This is an extract from the draft 
report. 
 

“Typical vegetation of the local region is grassy 
woodland dominated by White Box (Eucalyptus al-
bens), grading to other eucalypt forests and wood-
lands at higher altitudes. Scattered in the grassy 
woodlands are patches of dry sclerophyll forest or 
“scrub” dominated by various Acacia species (Rocky 
Outcrop Open Scrubland Community of Forbes et al. 
1982; EVC 27 Rocky Outcrop Scrubs of Woodgate et 
al. 1994). All three sub-populations of Brush-tailed 
Rock-wallabies in Little River Gorge occur in such 
scrubs. 
These Acacia scrubs form an interesting and un-
usual vegetation community in the Snowy River re-

gion of eastern Victoria. They occur as sharply-
delineated patches on steep, rocky north and west 
facing slopes within a matrix of eucalypt-
dominated vegetation. Together with related 
scrubs in south-eastern NSW (Southern Wattle Dry 
Sclerophyll Forests of Keith 2004), they form the 
only significant class of vegetation east of the 
Great Dividing Range in which wattles are the 
dominant tree (Keith 2004).” 
 
“A total of 64 native plant species was recorded 
across the 20 plots (39 at Little River and 54 at 
Farm Creek), including seven grass, one sedge, 30 
forb, 17 sub-shrub and shrub, two vine and seven 
tree species. Only six exotic species were re-
corded, all herbaceous and all at low abundance.  
While the present study cannot provide a direct 
measure of habitat quality for the Brush-tailed 
Rock-wallaby, it is likely that the vegetation two 
years after the fire was relatively favourable for 
them.  
 
Diet analyses indicate that the rock-wallabies at 
Little River Gorge eat a wide range of plants in-
cluding grasses, herbs and shrubs (G. Coulsen, 
pers. comm.). Up to 63% of identified plant frag-
ments collected from wallaby scats before the fire 
were grasses; this fell to c. 35% in scat samples 
collected shortly after the fire, probably because 
the grasses were extensively burnt and had not 
yet recruited or regrown.” 
 
“Three aspects of habitat quality may have im-
proved in the intensely-burnt patches two years 
after the fire.  
Firstly, a wider range of species were present, at 
significantly greater abundance, and this may indi-
cate that the wallabies have a greater range of 
food-plants available. While many of the species 
that responded best to the fire could not be identi-
fied in the scat samples used for the diet study, 
this may reflect the difficulty of identifying cuticle 
samples rather than actual diet (G. Coulsen, pers. 
comm.). 
 
Secondly, the greater abundance and vigour of 
many species, particularly shrubs, may provide 
better cover for foraging wallabies. This, combined 
with the greater variety of plants, may allow the 

The resulting understorey at unburnt versus 
burnt canopy sites. Susanne and Kevin revisiting a quadrat at 

Farm Creek. 
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       The Shadow Newsletter 
 
The Shadow is the official newsletter of the Victorian Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Recovery Team   If 
you would like to be added to the mailing list or provide information for future editions please contact: 
 

Lucy Clausen  
Fauna & Flora Officer—Department of Sustainability and Environment 

574 Main Street Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
 

Tel:   03 5152 0600     Fax:  03 5152 0666 
email:    Lucy.Clausen@dse.vic.gov.au 

Saving the Shadow  
"Saving the Shadow" is the motto of the Victorian Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby Recovery Team which brings 
together all the organizations involved in the recovery of this species in Victoria.  The team includes 
representatives from the Department of Sustainability and Environment, Parks Victoria, Healesville 
Sanctuary, Adelaide Zoo, Melbourne University, Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, Waterfall Springs Wildlife 
Sanctuary and private ecological consultants. 
 
The recovery team meets regularly and has captive-management and field-management/reintroduction 
sub-group meetings as required.    

 
The convener of the team is Mick Bramwell of the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE).  
For official correspondence with the team, contact Mick at; 

 
574 Main Street, Bairnsdale Victoria, 3875 

Tel: 03 5152 0600  
Email: Mick.Bramwell@dse.vic.gov.au 

1st Prize 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
The Australasian Regional Association 
of Zoological Parks and Aquaria 
(ARAZPA) Conference is held annually 
in the Australasian Region for the Zoo 
community.  Each year they present 
one award for 'Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Scientific Research'.  
In 2005 the Royal Zoological Society of 
South Australia was presented the 
'ARAZPA Research Award' for contribu-
tions to:  
'Fostering Shadows: Accelerated 

Breeding in the Threatened 
Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby'.   
This award recognized the fantastic 
commitment and excellence of the 
keeping, veterinary and research staff 
at Adelaide Zoo associated with the 
BTRW cross fostering program includ-
ing:  Mr Peter Whitehead and the 
Mammal Department staff at the Zoo, 
Dr David Schultz and Dr David 
Taggart.  
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